
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
Principals’ News 
 
 

Kindergarten Registration 

Kindergarten registration will take 

place from 9:30-2:30 on February 

17th and 23rd.  If your family or a 

neighboring family has a child 

who will be turning five by  

September 1st, this month is the 

time to complete the paperwork 

for the fall.  It is most helpful for 

future planning to complete this process in February 

rather than to wait later in the year or the summer.  A late 

fee of $50.00 will be assessed for parents currently 

living in District 72 who register their child 

after February 23, 2016.  Families can contact            

Mr. Perez for additional information about the 

kindergarten program at Fairview.  

 

Parent Workshop 

The Board of Education and PTA will be co-sponsoring 

the workshop, Beyond “Screen Time”: Raising Your 

Digital Native, for parents on February 3rd at 6:30pm 

during the regularly scheduled PTA General 

Meeting. Dr. Devorah Heitner will be the presenter.  

Raising Digital Natives offers a refreshing perspective on 

kids and media that goes beyond the common 

admonishment to limit “screen time” to offer parents 

concrete criteria to evaluate the quality of the children’s 

media experiences they choose. Dr. Heitner addresses 

parents’ questions about how to create a positive media 

ecology in your home that is proactive, fun, and smart! 

 

 

 

Parent-Teacher Conferences 

Primary parents are asked to contact their child’s 

classroom teacher if the conference time for February 

11th has been forgotten.  If you need to cancel that 

appointment, please contact the office as soon as 

possible.  Middle school 

parents should consult 

the mailing from early 

January for information 

regarding conference 

sign-ups.  You are 

encouraged to reflect on 

your child’s experiences 

of the past few months 

and feel free to come 

prepared with questions 

for your child’s teacher(s). 

 

Parent Mentor Program 

The Parent Mentor Program (PMP) will come to a close 

on Monday, February 29th. Last September, parent 

mentors completed a training and were then assigned a 

classroom. They have been mentored by a teacher to 

work one-on-one and in small groups with 

children.  Parent mentors work in the classroom two 

hours/day and participate in ongoing training on 

Wednesday mornings. The PROGRAM BENEFITS align 

with goals of the District 72 Strategic Plan. 

 

1. Support for teachers: Parent mentors provide extra 

eyes, ears and hands in the classroom.  In addition, parent 

mentors can help connect the school to the community by 

drawing on the strengths of neighborhood families. 

 

Create a strong foundation for academic 
excellence and personal growth by setting high 
expectations, teaching to the needs of learners, and 
embracing the richness of our cultural diversity. 
 -Fairview Mission Statement 

Fairview School District 72 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2. Support for students:  Parent mentors can give extra  

attention to students in need, particularly ELL students -- 

many of whom need extra support in grades K-3 because 

they are learning literacy in two languages. 

 

3. Intensive parent training:  Parent mentors learn how 

the U.S. school system works and strengthen skills 

needed to support their children in school.  In turn, parent 

mentors become community resources and share these 

skills with neighbors.  The program also provides a 

pipeline to bilingual teaching and other careers.  

 

4.Stronger families and communities:  Schools become  

vibrant centers of community as families begin to use 

the school as a place to access adult education classes 

and multiple services.  Parents develop leadership skills 

by getting involved in school and community activities. 

 

Many thanks to the parent mentees and the teachers who 

were mentors! 

 

Valentine’s Day 

Please remember that parents or guardians should not 

send food items to school for classroom or birthday 

celebrations. We are aware that many Valentine’s Day 

cards are now sold with candy attached, and it is not 

always easy to buy cards sold without a sweet or party 

favor.  Children will be asked to take all Valentine’s Day 

treats home after the party so that an adult can choose 

what the child can or cannot eat--based on food 

restrictions and parent 

choice. Primary 

classroom parties 

will continue to 

offer a 

cookie/cupcake 

and a beverage, 

and the focus will 

be on playing games 

or completing a craft 

project. 

 

 

 

PARCC Testing 

Last year, the State of Illinois instituted a new testing 

program called PARCC (Partnership for the Assessment 

of Readiness for College and Career) in grades three 

through eight (3-8).  

PARCC is designed to measure student progress towards 

the mastery of the new common core standards, as well 

as readiness for college and/or careers. The assessments 

were created with a focus on the students’ ability to apply 

a broad range of concepts rather than memorizing facts. 

In Math, students are asked to reason and apply 

mathematical principles. In English Language Arts, 

(ELA), students are required to read multiple passages 

and write essay responses by answering prompts in 

literary analysis, research, and narrative concepts. Both 

measure a student’s higher level and critical thinking 

ability. 

This year the PARCC test will only be administered in 

one round.  At Fairview, 

the tests will be given the 

week of March 14th.  It is 

extremely important that 

your child be in 

attendance that week to ensure he/she is present for the 

testing.  More information will be shared in future 

newsletters. 

Chromebook Update 

All of our students and teachers continue to find new 

ways of incorporating technology into instruction in ever 

meaningful ways.  For those students in middle school 

who are allowed to bring their device home, the  

 

 

 

 



Chromebook is designed for a level of use expected from 

one user completing their schoolwork on the computer.  

Devices that get used by other members of the household 

for prolonged periods of time in addition to use from a 

Fairview student tend to require more frequent repairs or 

completely malfunction prematurely.  Therefore, we ask 

Chromebook use be limited to Fairview students while 

completing their assignments. 

 

Have a wonderful month! 

 

Sincerely, 
 

David L. Russo   Francisco Perez 

David Russo    Francisco Perez 

5-8 Principal   K-4 Principal 


